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Midsummer’s Dream Metal Clay Retreat 
 

….Dream it then make it happen!!! 
 
 
 
The inaugural Midsummer’s 
Dream Metal Clay Retreat took 
place at the end of June 2014 at 
Tracey Spurgin’s Craftworx 
Studio, East Yorkshire, UK. 
Tracey teamed up with Holly 
Gage & her husband, Chef Chris 
Gage to deliver 5 days of cultural 
activity and master classes 
focusing on the midsummer’s 
dream theme and how that 
translates into the local culture 
and architecture. 
 
Tracey and Holly first met 5 
years ago at a conference in 
Chicago. That first meeting was 
full of laughter and fun. Tracey 
said that “getting to know Holly 
was easy with her wild sense of 
humour. I’ve always deeply 
admired her work, her creative 
designs married with attention to 
the tiny details, creating 
stunningly attractive pieces”. 
 

 
 
Since that first encounter, Tracey 
has gone on to participate in 
several of Holly's classes, each 
one very thought provoking at 
the design stage, then innovative 
in its process. “Great design isn’t 
easy but Holly has a knack of 
drawing out the best within each 
student to help them fulfil their 
greatest potential both in the 
design and execution of their 
projects.” Tracey explained. 
 

Holly has been running metal 
clay retreats for the past 4 years. 
Her first was in romantic France 
with Angela Crispin. Then after 
that, the retreats have all been in 
USA, the last of which was in 
beautiful Waikiki, Hawaii with 
Gordon Uyehara. Holly explained 
“When I proposed the retreat 
concept to Tracey, I wanted to 
work with her because of her 
unique designs and impeccable 
craftsmanship. It was fun to 
watch her teaching style in the 
classroom - a real treat for me as 
I’m usually the one behind the 
teaching bench.” 
 
The timing of the retreat was 
important to take advantage of 
the midsummer’s theme; a time 
of the year renowned for its 
association with magic, 
mysticism and ritual especially in 
northern Europe and 
Scandinavia. The East Riding of 
Yorkshire has strong Nordic 
connections and many of its 
traditions, rites and rituals stem 
from these roots. Indeed the 
local architecture, art and culture 
bear witness to Midsummer’s. 
It’s a dream come true for 
anyone fascinated by the arts. 
So it’s no surprise that Tracey & 
Holly decided on the 
Midsummer’s Dream theme. 
 

 
 
The location of Tracey’s studio 
was perfect for the retreat being 

surrounded by other artists’ 
studios for that artistic vibe, but 
centred on a farm looking out 
over open fields for a quiet 
serene atmosphere. 
 
Experiencing the culture of 
another area, especial Yorkshire, 
England allows you to be 
inspired by a storm of new 
influences. This was the whole 
idea behind an international 
retreat; to get the creative juices 
going and allow the students to 
unleash a voice deep inside. 
 

 
 
The students’ jewellery designs 
did just that as the lessons 
focused much on the beautiful 
East Yorkshire architecture, tall 
lancet and flamboyant tracery 
windows, ribbed arches and 
decorative bosses. The attention 
to detail and time consuming 
efforts of the stonework and 
carvings made it truly hard to 
understand how it was done. 
 
And the Retreat was definitely an 
international affair with students 
(and tutors) coming from UK, 
USA, Ireland and other parts the 
world such as Russia. So they 
learned not just about metal clay, 
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but about traditions, politics and 
the culture of each other’s 
homes. 
 
The retreat took place over five 
days. Tracey and Holly each 
taught a two day master class.  
 
Following Tracey’s filigree orb 
project, students took a day off 
for the cultural excursion. 
Beforehand, Holly discussed 
some of the things the students 
would see and what they should 
look for which were characteristic 
of Yorkshire architecture. A 
professional guide looked after 
the group and walked them all 
around Beverley telling them 
about the local history and 
pointing out places of interest 
and significance.  
 

 
 
Tracey was so well organized 
and her pattern cutting and 
design background from the 
dressmaking industry translated 
well into simplifying the complex 
metal clay construction as she 
provided the group with the 
calculations and thought 
processes for making their own 
patterns in general and 
specifically to aid their progress 
through the Midsummer's Dream 
Orb project. 
 
Holly said “What intrigued me 
most was the open space design 
filled with delicate filigree. I also 
enjoyed the little tips and tricks 
and homemade tools that 
simplified the processes as well, 
making me wonder, why I didn't 
think of that? I just couldn't resist 
coming home with a couple of 
her tools.” 
 

The students’ all put their own 
interpretation on the project. 
Here’s just one example from 
Irena Burnham. 
 

 
 
Holly’s workshop, the Pivotal 
Moments Pendant, came after 
the excursion and you could 
really see the influences of the 
students’ day out in the town. It 
was really exciting to see 
personal experiences being 
incorporated into their designs 
such as Amanda Ellis’ church 
bell ringing and Irina Burnham’s 
mixture of cultural influences 
including her Russian roots. 
 
Holly's research into the 
architecture of Beverley’s historic 
buildings for her project piece 
was extremely thorough and 
launched the final design, 
coupled with her sense of fun 
and also her innovative new 
stone setting technique, which 
made for a great project piece for 
the Retreat and which has 
already been adapted to reflect 
other architectural influences. 
Her project has so much 
potential for adaptation and 
evolution into other pieces for the 
future.  
 
Holly said “I was personally 
excited to teach, for the first time, 
a new gem setting technique 
allowing all gems to be set at 
once in the newly developed 960 
clay originated by Celie Fago, 
creating sterling silver clay 

without the need for carbon 
firing”. 
 
 

 
 
 
Student Amanda Ellis’s 
interpretation of Holly’s project 
was particularly poignant as 
she’s a church bell ringer 
(campanologist). The frame of 
her design was inspired by the 
trace windows in St. Mary’s 
church, Beverley and the pivotal 
movement relates to the kinetics 
of a church bell. And to add to 
the connections, Tracey met her 
husband, Steve, when they were 
both bell ringers back in their 
teens. 
 

 
 
Chris's cuisine was truly 
outstanding. His careful and 
considerately planned menus 
were delicious and 
complemented the retreat to 
enhance the whole experience. 
Not only did this satisfy the 
students’ hunger, but it also gave 
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them the chance to share their 
thoughts and ideas in a 
comfortable and relaxed setting.  
 

 
 
The students and tutors truly 
bonded during the meals, 
discussing their similarities and 
their differences and, of course, 
about their journeys with metal 
clay. Many of the meals took 
place in the quaint English 
garden at the farm. One of the 
students, Julie Edmunds, 
commented on how the food 
made the event so much more 
special and they all requested 
Chris to return.  
 
Another highlight at meal times 
were the goody bags given out 
during the welcome champagne 
reception and then surprise gifts 
during the week. Who doesn’t 
love a Metal Clay tool surprise!? 
 
The Retreat was an 
unprecedented success. But it 
took a lot of planning and 
preparation and, in fact, there 
was a fourth member of the 
‘Dream Team’, Tracey’s husband  
 

 
 
Steve, who worked tirelessly 
behind the scenes right from the 
very start of the event planning 
and was on hand during the 
Retreat itself to help make it run 
as smoothly as it did. 

Having Steve in the team was so 
important as it meant we had 
somebody who could manage all 
the business side of the 
organisation leaving Holly, 
Tracey & Chris to focus on the 
creativity of their projects and 
cooking without ever being 
diverted by the need to update 
the website or process a student 
payment. “These things are so 
important and helped calm our 
nerves especially in the final few 
weeks and days running up to 
the start of the Retreat” said 
Tracey.  
 
The whole Retreat experience 
was thoroughly engaging and it 
hadn’t even ended before the 
Dream Team decided it was so 
much fun that they would do it all 
again next year. So, the 
Midsummer's Dream Metal Clay 
Retreat ‘2’ will be gathering once 
again back in East Yorkshire 
from 23 - 28 June 2015. The 
theme next time around will 
focus on the influences that the 
Vikings had on the region. They 
played such an important role in 
the development of East 
Yorkshire traditions and history. 
And being from Nordic origins, 
the Viking theme fits right in with 
the original ethos of the 
Midsummer’s Dream theme. 
 
Tracey’s project, entitled “Freya's 
Tears Amulet” is inspired by the 
 

 
 
Norse goddess of love who had 
a weakness for the beauty of 
jewellery and even betrayed her 
own husband to win favour with 
the makers of the most beautiful 

necklace she had ever seen. It’s 
said that Freya’s tears turned to 
amber - and the Vikings were 
great tradesmen and craftsman, 
often trading in silver and amber 
and wearing it to show their 
wealth. 
 
This apparently simple vessel 
hides an intricate construction of 
a spring loaded bayonet fitted lid. 
The piece is punctuated with a 
tiny amber stone. The design of 
the piece is influenced by the 
shape of the Viking long ships 
and the ornamentation of the 
piece incorporates symbols and 
features associated with the 
Viking era such as the runes. 
And the dragon’s or serpent’s 
head bail echoes the features on 
the bow if the Viking long ships. 
 
Holly’s project is a Jorvik Viking 
Purse.  
 

 
 
This chain drawn string purse 
was inspired by the Viking 
history of York, England. It's a 
twist on leather pouches carried 
during the Viking era. 
 
Our warrior conquest will start 
with learning to make your own 
patterns and designs for the front 
and back panels using photo 
polymer plates. Then you will 
learn to make all-in-one "castle" 
knuckles and rivet a pin to 
secure it. Next, you will cut and 
punch soft supple sheep skin 
and attach it to form the clever 
purse bag. In the final step, a 
chain is threaded through the 
leather to make a functional 
purse. So many skills, presented 
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in a step-by-step manner for 
student success. 
 
Bookings are already being 
taken with an early bird saving 
for registrations that are fully 
paid up by 31st October 2014. 
 
Keep visiting the Retreat website 
(http://st3729.wix.com/metal-
clay-retreat) for news and project 
updates and don’t forget to join 
the Retreat Facebook page if 
you haven’t done so already 
(https://www.facebook.com/md.
metal.clay.retreat.2014). 
 
Further information about the 
Dream Team can be found at the 
following locations:- 
 
Tracey Spurgin - 
www.craftworx.co.uk 
Tel: +44 (0)7961 883115 
Holly Gage - www.hollygage.com 
Email: hgage1@ptd.net 
Chef Chris Gage: Facebook - 
www.facebook.com/ChristopherL
eeGage 
 
 
About The Team….. 
 
Tracey Spurgin 

 
 
From a young age Tracey 
followed a creative path, initially 
training in fashion design and 
textiles. Along that creative 
journey the discovery of metal 
clay quickly became her devoted 
passion. She loves to share with 

others and does so from her own 
studio in East Yorkshire, UK. In 
addition, Tracey is well travelled, 
teaching throughout UK and 
Europe, visiting colleges, 
museums, galleries and 
specialist shops as well as arts 
and craft exhibitions and shows, 
to deliver all levels of metal clay 
courses, workshops, master 
classes and demonstrations. 
Alongside her busy teaching 
schedule, Tracey shares her 
ideas and knowledge and writes 
for national UK and international 
jewellery and metal clay 
magazines with more than 50 
published articles to date. Tracey 
has worked with Holly previously 
when she was a juror for her 
prestigious Metal Clay 2012 
Calendar. 
www.craftworx.co.uk 
 
Holly Gage 

 
 
Holly creates contemporary 
jewellery & teaches her unique 
techniques with a gentle blend of 
art & soul. She brings her 
innovation, creativity & gift of 
helping others find their artistic 
voice, through classes, 
mentoring programs & master 
workshops available in the US & 
abroad. She is a full-time 
jewellery artist, Certified Metal 
Clay Instructor, author, & 
conference speaker. In addition, 
Holly holds a BS in Fine Art & 
Education. Her jewellery & 
articles on techniques & design 
can be found in over 60 regional 
& national publications including 

the Best of America Jewelry 
Artists, PMC Guild Annual 
Volumes 1–5, Metal Clay Artist, 
Metal Clay Today, Art Jewelry & 
Lapidary Journal Jewelry Artist, 
Making Jewellery, among others. 
http://www.hollygage.com 
 
Chef Christopher 

 
 
Chris Gage has been combining 
food & art for the past several 
years focusing on a gourmet 
lunch service in conjunction with 
some of the more well known 
Metal Clay artists in the United 
States & around the world. He 
loves to cook as fresh, authentic 
& seasonal as possible while 
incorporating the traditions of the 
local cuisine. Chris' meals will 
also be inspired by the Retreat’s 
Midsummer's Dream theme, as 
he serves dishes with regional 
flare. All meals will be prepared 
and served on site at the venue 
uitlising the facilities in the Old 
Foreman's House. 
https://www.facebook.com/Christ
opherLeeGage 
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